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An  Ancient  People  and  their  Problems. 

Once  upon  a time  a journali'^t  \'oyaged  to  a far  island  country 
)\cr  the  peaceful  Pacific  for  thirty  days  and  nights,  (jayly  he 
coasted  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  country,  but  a\erred  that  he 
knew  as  much  as  the  average  person  of  today.  Into  the  land  he 
went  and  gathered  superficial  data — snapped  up  the  extreme  and 
icurious,  passed  b\'  unnoticed  the  real  and  e\eryday.  "Phen  he 
'came  back  from  his  \oyage  o\erseas  and  wrote  so  that  those  who 
iknew  little  of  the  land  might  read  and  wonder,  while  those  who 
knetv  more  might  reatl  and — smile. 

Four  hundred  years  before  him.  Magellan,  of  primarv-geog- 
raphv  fame,  stopped  off  on  a round-the-world  tour  to  take  a peep 
at  the  same  island  and  to  mend  his  boats.  Becoming  interested 
in  the  aspirations  of  one  great  chieftain,  he  led  his  own  men  into 
battle  in  the  chieftain's  hehalf  and  placed  the  fa\'orite  in  power. 
But,  killed  in  battle,  he  lies  huried  on  Mactan,  a small  island  of 
the  \ isayan  group  of  the  Philipiiine  Ish  nds.  Ami  we.  whose  li\'es 
hat  e barely  touched  those  of  the  people  of  the  Philippines — people 
whose  problems  were  of  sufllcient  importance  to  command  IMa- 
gellan’s  attention  three  hundred  tears  ago,  centuries  before  our 
own  country  hail  problems  of  note — are  supposeil  to  think  lightly 
of  our  ignorance  of  those  distant  people  of  an  ancient  origin. 

THE  FILIPINOS'  FARIA  BFOINMNG 

Ncarlv  a hundred  years  before  our  permanent  English  settle- 
ments tvere  matle  in  America.  Spain  tt  as  colonizing  the  Philippines. 
And  Spain  had  a livelt  time  doing  it,  for  the  people  tvhom  she 
undertook  to  conquer  tvere  themselves  conquerors.  "Fhey  had 
come  up  in  prehistoric  times  from  Southern  Asia  and  had  driven 
the  aborigines  into  the  mountains,  d'hey  had  established  a feudal 
suzeraintt  under  warlike  chieftains  and  tt  ere  carryine  on  com- 
merce tt  ith  the  people  of  China  and  the  far  north  when  the 
Spaniards  appeared  off  their  coasts.  This  prehistoric  conquest 
took  place  long  before  Magellan  started  out  to  see  the  world. 

And  a centurv  before  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  came  to  \drginia 
Legaspi.  a Spanish  grandee,  attempted  to  pick  ma\'nila  blossoms  on 
the  coast  of  Luzon.  '1  he  ma\  nila  is  a most  fragrant,  waw  -white 
blossom  that  hides  in  a glossy,  dark-green  shrub.  Mothers  in  the 
Philippines  are  wont  to  sit  in  their  doorways  at  twilight  while  the 
fireflies  flit  about  the  softly  rustling  foliage  and  tell  their  drowsv 
tots  of  the  valor  of  the  mighty  Tagal  chieftain,  the  great  Apo, 
who  assembled  his  brat  es  behind  the  mavmla  hedge  and  2:a\  e battle 
to  the  proud  Spanish  iiwaders  while  the  womenfolk  and  children 
hid  in  tlie  tall  grass. 

'Fhey  tell  the  tale  of  the  haughty  Spanish  warriors  spitting 
fire  and  lava  at  the  falling  braves  till  they,  knowing  too  well  the 


t 


The  300- Year-Old  Church  of  One  of  the  Dap-Dap  Trees  ot 

San  Augustine  Legendary  Days 

rluMo  tlict  are  today,  ii  .\ou  hut  search  them  out.  r\nd  there  the\’ 
will  remain,  prisoners  throuii;hout  the  span  of  justice. 

So  lon.Lt  ‘TS  rin;ht  lias  power,  just  so  lonji  will  might  he  shut 
up  in  the  knotty,  twisted,  writhing  tlap-dap  trees  which  each  spring 
throw  out  imploringly  their  hlood-retl,  lingerlike  blossoms  to  a 
calm,  hi  lie,  unresponsive  skv.  And  serious  little  tots  at  play 
wdn'sper  that  hloody  might  is  trying  to  get  loose.  'This  is  a bit 
of  witchcraft  lore  that  far  antedates  our  own  Salem  series  that  so 
sorely  vexed  poor,  bewildered  Cotton  Mather.  It  is  a legacy  of 
true  worth  to  the  childhood  of  the  Phili(ipines  that  dates  back  to 


inexhaustible  force  of  their  own  |rowerful  xolcano,  I'aal,  gave 
w a\  before  these  Spanish  hand  \'olcanoes,  laiil  down  their  bows 
and  arrows.  ga\e  up  their  maynila  hedge,  signed  the  blood  com- 
pact and  were  baptized. 

Hut  the  women  of  the  tribe,  so  the  legenil  goes,  the  wise  old 
grandmother,  knowing  that  might  is  not  right  anil  that  good  is 
all-powerful,  met  in  solemn  conchwe  m the  tall  grass  and  con-  j 
tri\ed  with,  rites  and  leremonies,  long  forgotten,  to  bewitch  the  ' 
fiery  Spanish  grandees.  I’hey  charmed  them  and  sluit  them  up  in  | 
the  gnarled  old  dap-dap  tiees  within  ilie  ma\nila  hedge.  And  , 


the  fifteenth  century,  a legend  of  the  power  of  good  over  evil,  of 
ight  o\er  might. 

CHRISTIAN  FILIPINOS  AND  THE  MOROS 

With  the  Spanish  conquest  of  the  islands  went  the  Christian 
absorption  of  their  people.  'I'he  first  conqueror  carried  with  him 
the  first  priest.  The  ideals  of  the  Filipino  people  were  Christian 
ideals.  'Fhey  believe  in  the  supremacy  of  good.  H'hey  believe 
in  one  great,  omnipotent  spirit  wbo,  according  to  tbe  folk  tales, 
had  in  the  dim  distant  past  doomed  Eoku,  a ilefiant  chieftain,  to 
iiaunt  the  evening  shadows  in  the  form  of  a lizard  and  at  twilight 
to  call  out  mournfully  in  vain  search  of  his  lost  grandeur.  To 
this  day  he  can  be  heard  in  the  coconut  groves  at  dusk  calling  hope- 
lessly, “Loku,  Loku.”  a warning,  the  little  children  tell  you,  that 
' ou  should  obe\  \'our  parents  aiul  not  defy  (lod.  On  these  ideals 
Christianity  flourished.  \Vithin  a century  the  islands  were  Christ- 
ian—--with  an  exception. 

While  Christian  missionaries  labored  among  tbe  people  of  tbe 
northern  islands,  followers  of  Mobammeil  w ielded  their  scimitars 
throughout  .Mindanao  and  the  Sulu  Islands.  'Fhose  who  escaped 
the  scimitar  fell  heir  to  tlie  Mohammetlan  faith.  I'he  Christians 
of  the  islaml  ha\e  for  centuries  been  harassed  by  the  Moros.  Lp 
to  within  a short  time  before  the  American  occupation  of  the  is- 
land, Moros  would  staldenly  sw  eep  down  in  their  gaudy  canoes,  lay 
siege  to  a peaceful  Christian  village,  burn  the  houses  and  carry  the 
women  and  children  oft  into  captixity.  I'hese  Moro  Filipinos, 
however,  form  only  a small  part  of  the  population  of  the  islands, 
less  than  one-fifth  of  a million,  while  there  are  ten  million  Christ- 
ian Filipinos.  Further,  the  Moros  are  rapidly  waking  up  to  the 
realization  of  a lack,  and  are  applying  themselves  to  the  task  of 
mastering  a bit  of  Christian  culture  and  learning. 

Not  long  ago  an  account  appeared  picturing  an  army  officer 
in  the  Philippines  being  drawn  across  tbe  Agno  Rixer  in  a rope 
ferry.  photograph,  made  in  the  act,  graphically  illustrated  this 
unusual  mode  of  traxel.  Fhe  officer,  gun  in  hand,  sat  in  a huge 
basket  suspended  high  in  tbe  air  from  a cable,  and  was  being 
drawn  slowh  across  the  rixer.  Hail  1 not  li\ed  for  four  tears 
on  the  banks  of  tbe  Agno,  and  crossed  it  twice  dailv  on  an  old 
Spanish  bridge,  1,  too,  would  hate  gathered  the  impression  that 
this  river  in  particular  and  the  archipelago  in  general  are  places 
of  unique  modes  of  travel,  where  bridges  are  all  but  unheard  of. 

A mountainous  island  country,  swept  by  tropical  rains,  natural- 
ly has  short,  swift  rivers  with  innumerable  estuaries,  and  it  would 
neccssarilv  follow  that  it  would,  be  a land  of  bridges  of  some  char- 
acter. Pridge  building  was  an  art  in  the  countrx^  before  tbe 
Spaniards  went  to  the  islands.  With  their  ever-ready  bamboo, 
men  fashioned  bridges  by  drix  ing  stakes  into  the  bed  of  tbe  stream 
so  that  each  pair  would  form  an  acute  angle  far  above  the  running 


water.  ( )n  these  tor  supports  they  tied  bamboos  for  a footpath 
and  a single  ha.mhoo  for  a handrail.  Such  briilges  are  now  to  he 
'-een  avvay  out  in  the  bostpie. 

( fnce  on  a hike  for  orchids,  we  came  upon  one  connecting  a 
rice  field  with  the  owner’s  liome.  I'hey  are  hits  of  primitive  in- 
genuity in  the  way  of  engineering,  and  as  picturestpic  and  fantastic 
'-uhjects  for  cop\  as  one  might  wish  to  find.  15ut  they  are  the  ex- 
ception. d'he  islands  abound  in  bridges,  bridges  of  all  kinds,  com- 
monplace and  extraordinary.  Under  Spanish  rule  the  Fdipinos 
built  Siranish  bridges  all  over  the  archipelago. 

A.MKRICAX  BRIDGES  BUILT  B'l'  FILIPINOS 


I mler  American  supervision,  and  now  under  their  own — for 
h'llipino  architects  have  recognized  ability — britlges  of  American 


One  of  the  Many  Modern  Bridges  in  the  Islands 


construction  are  built.  No  pro\  ince  hut  can  boast  of  its  hundreds 
of  bridges,  moss-covered  bridges,  suspension  bridges  swaying  with 
their  loads,  steel  britlges  brought  from  overseas,  and  clear-cut,  con- 
crete bridges  of  the  American  t\ pe.  Every  wa\'  one  turns  there 
are  bridges  to  cross,  so  commonplace  that  they  are  noticeable  only 
because  of  a iricturesque  setting  now  :md  again  as  one  whirls  past 
in  a car  over  the  well-kept  roatls.  Still,  our  journalist  published 
the  |iicturc  of  a rope  ferry.  AVhat  impression  did  it  convey?  Did 
it  cause  one  to  realize  the  fact  that  there  is  easy  communication 
between  all  important  points  in  the  island  .■*  Did  it  call  up  the 
real  picture  of  the  motor  routes  connecting  Manila  with  Baguio, 
the  summer  capital  some  two  hundred  miles  distant? 

.And  so  it  is  with,  the  otlier  impressions  created  about  the 
people  of  tlie  islands ; the\  are  either  carelessly  or  maliciously  mis- 


represented.  There  are  some  sa\ages  there.  'I'here  may  be  saiil  to 
be  sar  ages  in  America,  also,  if  we  take  into  consuleration  some  of 
onr  least  progressite  Indian  tribes.  But  there  are  ten  million 
ci\  ilized  people  in  the  Philippines  and  less  than  half  a million  semi- 
' civilized  and  savage.  America  is  familiar  w ith  the  savage  element, 
perhaps  more  so  than  with  its  own  Indians.  The  civilized 
Filipino  life  is  so  like  our  own  that  it  does  not  make  \‘ery  catchy 
copy. 

In  \\Ashington  there  now  lives  the  family  of  Jaime  ile  \"eyra, 
resident  commissioner  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  .Mr.  ile  \ eyra. 


Resident  Commissioner  Jaime  de  Veyra,  ^^ho  Represents  the 
Philippines  in  Congress 

together  with  Mr.  \ angco,  represents  the  island  in  Congress. 
They  have  a voice  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  but  no  \'ote.  Mr. 
de  Veyra  has  risen  to  prominence  as  men  do  in  American  life.  He 
is  a man  of  the  people,  a one  hundred  per  cent  Filipino  from  the 
\hsayar!  provinces.  During  American  occupation  he  has  been  suc- 
cessively governor  of  his  province,  member  of  the  Philippine  Con- 
gress, cabinet  member,  executive  secretary  of  the  islands  and  resi- 
dent commissioner  to  America.  He  is  one  among  thousands  of 


I’ilipiiKi  nifii  of  clear  mental  x ision  w lio  are  able  t<j  come  to  their 
own  coni  lnsions  and  to  act  on  them. 

AN  A\’KRA(iI':  FiLll’IiNO  WOMAN. 

In  Mr.  de  \'e\  ra's  family  there  are  four  hri”;ht  children  who, 
ha\  iTiij;  attended  Americaii  schools  in  .Manila,  slipped  right  into 
their  places  m the  schools  of  Washington.  Fven  the  babe  of  the 
t;imil\  Sjieaks  three  languages — her  native  tongue.  Spanish  and 
I'.iiLdish.  i'o  .American  women,  whose  ideas  of  I'ilipinos  hate 


The  De  Veyra  Children,  Who  Came  Straight  From  the  American  Schools 
in  Manila  Into  Their  Grades  in  the  Schools  in  Washington 

been  tounded  on  \ivid  description  of  Igorrotes  and  other  wn'ld 
tribes,  .Mrs  de  \ e\  ra's  gentle  manner  anil  evident  culture  have 
been  a revelation.  She  is  sought  by  women's  clubs  because  of  her 
charming  manner  as  an  impromptu  speaker  on  the  subjects  nearest 
her  he:irt — the  women  of  her  countiwy  One  afternoon  I heard 
her  talk  before  the  College  Women's  Club  of  Washington,  I).  C. 
She  gave  in  perfect  English  a concise  account  of  the  work  of  a 
woman’s  club  in  Manila  wdiich  sup|ilies  milk  to  the  babies  of  the 


pour  ami  trains  mothers  to  care  tor  their  \oun^^  children.  She 
told  of  another  woman's  club  which  has  branches  all  ovei  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  which  maintains  day  nurseries  for  the 
children  of  the  working  women  ; provides  Christmas  cheer  for  the 
lepers,  the  insane  ami  the  con\'icts ; and  gathers  data  to  influence 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  women  and  children  in  the  islands. 

After  her  talk  was  over  a New  'I’ork  woman  voiced  no  doubt 
the  sentiment  of  more  than  one  woman  present  when  she  u- 
marked  : "Why,  1 had  no  idea  that  Filipino  women  were  refined, 
cultured  or  c\'en  educated." 


Mrs.  de  Veyra.  ^ho  Has  Been  Awarded  the  Red  Cross 
Medal  tor  ‘'iCar  "Work 

Do  Americans  as  a rule  realize  this?  Are  they  not,  rather, 
too  “ted  up  ’ on  savage  pictures  ami  descriptions  to  be  able  to 

picture  to  themselves  the  real  people  ot  the  islands,  the  ten  million 

Christian  Filipinos  who  make  up  the  population  of  the  little 
island  countrt  ? 

Some  of  course  will  sav : "But  she  is  a mestiza,  a woman  of 
foreign  extraction."  ( )r  else.  "She  has  been  educated  abroad.” 

She  is  neither.  She  is  an  average  Filipino  girl  of  an  average 

Filipino  home,  who  has  been  educated  as  most  girls  are  educated. 


Shf  is  one  of  the  thousands  of  Filipino  mothers  who  are  well* 
ecinippetl  to  fill  their  place  in  life  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

When  the  Pluroiiean  war  broke  out  she  joined  the  Congres-ij 
>.ional  Red  Cross  Unit  as  well  as  the  Community  Center  Unit' 
m the  section  of  the  city  in  which  she  lived.  She  has  knitted  an 
even  thirty-six  pairs  of  socks  and  ten  sweaters  for  our  army,  be- 
sities  givinu:  two  da\s  each  w'cek  to  the  making  of  hospital  gar- 
ments. Rather  an  e\er\ day  woman  like  ourseUes,  is  she  not, 
knitting  ;md  sewing  and  working  to  win  the  war?  She  was  one 
of  the  few  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  be  awarded  the  Red 
Cross  me<lal  tor  ha\  ing  done  more  than  eight  hundred  hours' 
work,  as  well  as  to  be  gi\en  the  certificate  signed  by  the  I’resident 
m acknowledgment  of  articles  made.  She  was  also  decorateil  for 
work  in  the  Liberr\  Roan  campaigns  in  Washington. 


Joint  Session  of  the  Philippine  Legislature 


KfORROl  KS  IN  'FHK  i’HIlJPPINK  CONCiRISSS. 

I he  gootl,  srdistantial,  everyday  P'ilipinos  predominate  in  the 
islands,  no  matter  how  gayly  Chapdays  and  Quidnos  may  prance 
in  their  native  nothingness  across  our  journalistic  pages.  Chap- 
day  was  a friend  of  mine,  a grand  old  Igorrote  of  his  day,  which 
was  passing  with  him.  With  his  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
of  semiciv  ilized  experience,  he  clung  to  his  oUl  customs.  He 
asked  to  be  buried  with  the  rites  of  his  fathers.  So  he  sat  in 
smokv  state  in  a grass  temple  high,  above  the  sacred  smudge,  wdiich 
for  tiiirt\-two  davs  embalmed  him,  while  his  kinsmen  and  clans- 
men consumed  half  the  herds  roaming  his  seven  hills,  lest  his  vast 


wealth  offend  liis  jealous  god  and  bar  his  entrance  int(j  bliss. 
The}'  gathered  from  all  the  corners  of  his  estate  to  pa\'  him  hom- 
age. Crouching,  boiled  beef  in  hand,  the}  mumbleil  into  the 
smudgy  smoke  words  of  endearment  and  praise.  Weird,  fantastic 
and  odorful  it  was.  h:  et  it  bordered  closel}  on  the  commonplace, 
for  Chapday’s  grandson  could  not  attend  the  funeral  because  he 
was  attending  school  in  America. 


The  Igorrote  Queen 


Chapda} 's  da}'  is  passed.  His  tribe  has  bo}s  ami  girls  in 
all  grades  ol  the  schools.  I'w o will  finish  at  the  universit}'  this 
year.  Id  is  descendaiits,  \\'ith  a western  education  engrafted  on 
the  sturdy  honor  and  integrit}'  of  their  ancestors,  are  new  men 
read}'  to  lead  their  people  into  a new  prosperit}'.  T wo  Igorrote 
representatives  alread}  hold  seats  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Philippine  Congress.  One  of  the  girls  from  Chapila}'’s  tribe  was 


cliosen  Igorrote  iiueen  of  the  Hagitio  Countr\  Fair  in  1916.  An 
Igorrote  queen  of  a J'ilipino  Fair  in  Baguio,  the  summer  capital — 
IS  there  a parallel  of  an  Indian  queen  of  an  American  Fair 
m W’ash.mgton  f ’Fhe  mere  episotle  of  the  young  mountain  queen’s 
gay  fair  reign  speaks  louder  than  words  of  the  Filipino’s 
attitude  to\'.'ard  the  rapiillv  de\  eloping  people  in  tlieir  midst. 

( )ur  ignorant  eoyager  brought  back  to  America  the  alarming 
cry  that  the  "Fagalogs  li\ing  aroiiml  Manila  :ire  a most  powerful 
tribe  which  is  able  to  sveac  the  destinies  of  its  less  fortunate  con- 
temporaries, the  llocanos,  the  Pangasinans  and  the  \^isa\ans.  He 
declared  that  the  "Fagalog  language  is  unintelligible  to  his  neigh- 
bors to  the  north  and  south  ; in  fact,  that  he  co'dd  not  get  an 
idea  across  to  his  neighbors,  ecen  if  he  trier!  all  rlay.  "Fhis  is 
an  old,  (del  cr\  among  those  who  give  the  matter  little  thought. 
It  began  when  people  had  not  learned  that  they  could  not  tell  a 
Fagalog  from  a \’isayan  or  an  llocano. 

President  I'aft,  when  (lovernor  of  the  Phdippines,  found 
that  they  were  undistinguishahle.  He  wrote;  “1  cannot  tell  the 
difference  between  an  llocano  ;uid  a I'agalog  or  a \"isa\an.  The 
llocanos,  it  wduhl  seem  to  me,  have  something  of  an  admixture 
of  the  Jai^anese  blood  ; the  d'agalogs  bat  e rather  more  of  the 
Chinese:  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  \dsa\  ans  have  still  more. 
But  to  me  .all  Fdipinos  are  alike.” 

I'wen  the  Filiitinos  themsehes  have  to  ask  one  anodier  from 
w h.it  pro\  ince  tliey  come,  as  we  here  must  inqiure  a man’s  state 
or  town.  'Fhe  citizensh.ip  of  Manila,  the  cajiital  of  the  islands, 
IS  made  up  of  people  from  :dl  prm.  inces.  Because  the  city  is  ad- 
jacent to  'Fagalog  pian  inces,  the  impression  seems  to  gain  ground 
that  the  people  are  all  Fagalogs.  "Fhere  is  no  more  ground  for 
such  a beliel  than  there  would  be  for  supposing  that  the  people 
of  W’.ashington,  1).  C.,  are  all  X'irginians. 

API.  I MF  PROVINCFS  HA\’K  THFIR  BKd  MEN. 

in  reality  it  is  not  the  "Fagalogs  who  might  hold  a prepon- 
derance of  power,  if  a preponderance  could  be  held  in  a demo- 
c’atlc  country  with  a repidrllian  form  of  government.  'Fhe  V^isa- 
\ ans  are  the'  “F.  F.  \'.’s”  of  the  islands;  the\  have,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  American  occupati(.'n.  had  the  greatest  number  of  men 
in  positions  of  trust.  ( )ne  of  tlie  first  commissioners  to  the 
L nited  States  was  .Mr.  Lu/.uriaga,  a \ isayan  ; and  IMr.  Mapa, 
a \'isa\an,  was  one  of  the  first  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  islands.  Fhree  members  of  the  present  cabinet  are  \dsayans, 
as  is  also  one  of  the  resident  commissioners  in  the  United  States, 
Mr.  de  \’^eyra.  'Fhe  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  ( )smena,  the  mightiest  mind  in  the  entire  archipelago,  is  a 
\’isayan. 

But  all  the  pianinces  have  men  m positions  of  trust,  and 
men  In  public  life  of  wdiom  then  are  duly  proud.  The  Bicols, 


who  for  decades  have  pointed  w'ith.  pride  to  their  high  percentage 
of  literacy,  sending  their  boys  and  girls  to  Icnrope  for  highei 
education  after  they  Inu’e  gro\r  n out  of  childhood  at  the  foot  of 
their  inspiring  volcano,  Alayon,  are  a deep-thinking,  serious- 
minded  people:  thev  have  their  Jorge  Harlin,  the  first  hilipino 
bishop  consecrated  by  the  Pope  at  Rome.  It  was  bather  Hailin 
who  made  the  invocation  at  the  opening  of  the  first  Philippine 
Assembh'  in  1907 — a little  incident  in  world  history  the  full  sig- 
nificance of  which  one  hardly  gras]is.  In  a setting  of  (friental 
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fanatii-ism,  wh.ere  life  is  held  a*  naught,  where  man  has  no  right 
that  he  may  not  lose  overnight,  where  his  liberty,  his  home,  his 
famih  are  his  only  so  long  as  they  are  not  wanted  by  another 
more  powerful  than  he,  there  had  come  into  existence  an  island 
people  with  Christian  itleals,  in  whose  land  our  own  America 
had  laid  the  foundation  of  democracy.  Here,  in  1907,  the  Hicol 
bishop.  Father  Jorge  Harlin,  gave  the  opening  iiwocation  at  the 
first  ( friental  assemblt  of  the  people,  b\  the  people  ami  for  the 
people. 


I'lie  Zainballans,  with  their  rugged  mountains  and  shell- 
lined  cna.sts,  boast  of  their  'rheiidore  angco,  capitalist  and  philan- 
tb.ropist,  whose  boats  pie  the  iialm-fringed_  bays  of  the  archipelago, 
picking  up  tropical  cargoes  and  tropical  people,  carrying  them 
from  port  to  port  at  (Oriental  rates  which,  though  small  compared 
with  ( )cci(_lental  fares,  haee  maile  Air.  A angco  one  of  the  rich  men 
of  the  world.  His  mone\  he  siiends  on  his  own  people,  matching 
the  amount  raised  by  a country  district  for  its  much  needed  school 
buihling,  gixing  another  district  a library,  putting  up  public 
buildings  where  they  will  best  benefit  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
Philippines.  A lasting  monument  to  his  name  is  the  Student 
'l  . A!.  C.  *\.  in  .Manila,  put  up  aiu!  eipiipped  through  his  gen- 
erosity. 

A SKLF-MADE  CAPITA!.  I ST. 

The  llocanos  can  boast  of  a self-made  capitalist.  Air.  Sing- 
Min,  wild  with  a small  capita!  fitted  up  an  office  in  Alanila  with 
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a second-hand  table  and  chairs  and  gasoline  boxes  for  filing  cases, 
and  tlten  went  thoroughly  into  the  Philippine  oil  industry.  He 
now  conducts  a three-million-ilollar  business,  besides  being  a di- 
rector of  the  Philiiipine  National  Hank  and  president  of  the  In- 
stilar  Life  Insurance  Compant  as  well  as  president  of  the  Corn- 
pan  ia  A I ercantil  de  b'ilipinas,  and  of  a steamship  line. 

'Idle  Pangasinans  ha\  e a professional  man  of  note  to  their 
credit.  Doctor  Sison,  professor  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
Philippine  University,  and  his  wife,  who  is  a specialist  in  ob- 
-^tetrics.  Doctor  ;ind  Airs.  Sison  came  to  America  not  long  ago 
tor  special  research  work  at  Johns  Hopkins  L nieersity.  While 
here  Doctor  Sison  was  obferetl  the  professorship  of  tropica!  medi- 


i cine  in  tlie  University  of  Pennsylvania,  but  he  declined,  preferriiy:^ 
rather  to  serve  his  own  people. 

And  the  Tatndogs  have  their  Aguinaldo,  the  plain  farmer 
general,  who  in  i8')8  organized  a republic  and  put  it  into  opera- 
tion. And  so  (511  ii  itli  all  the  people  in  all  the  proi  inces.  '1  here 
are  men  who  achicie  residts  to  be  found  eierywhere. 

A COLLEGE  25  YEARS  OI.DER  'EM  AX  HARVARD. 

As  for  the  mistaken  impression  that  men  of  the  different 
provinces  cannot  understand  one  another,  that  the  Tagalogs’  lan- 
guage is  unintelligible  to  the  llocanos  or  \ isayans,  it  is  a matter 
of  record  that  the  Iloeanos  ha\e  from  the  beginning  of  Filipino 
history  depended  on  the  proiinces  fartlier  south  for  their  food- 
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stuffs.  'J'hey  do  not  produce  rice  in  sufficient  quantities  to  sus- 
tain their  people.  So  thev  depeiul  upon  their  ingenuity  as  wood- 
workers, making  chairs,  beds  and  carved  images  to  barter  for  food. 

As  far  hack  as  men  can  remember  the  great  old  Ilocano 
schooners  have  tinchored  in  the  liarbors  of  Luzon  with  their  highl\ 
prized  cargoes  of  images,  beds  and  chairs  to  trade  for  rice  and 
salt.  In  U)(.)3  we  found  them  in  the  rice  fields  of  the  Pangasinans, 
helping  harvest  the  cargoes  for  their  return  voyage  to  the  north. 
Eliey  apparently  made  themseh  es  understood  then,  as  the\  do 
now.  Schoolboi's  go  to  athletic  meets  all  oier  the  islands,  and 
b ilipino  commercial  representatives  travel  from  one  end  of  the 
archipelago  to  the  other,  and  from  results  attained  it  is  ecident 


that  they  tier  ideas  acrnss,  regardless  of  the  impressions  of  a hur- 
ried \isit. 

d'he  fantastic  council  of  the  Iteadhunters,  which  calls  the 
braves  from  their  sleep  at  dawn  to  race  o\er  the  hills  with  the 
rising  sun  to  a spreading  mango  tree  on  the  highest  peak  of  their 
domain,  there  to  squat,  solemtdy  smoking  all  ila\’  long  while  the 
siin  slow  1\‘  passes  o\erhead  and  down  the  other  side  of  their  moun- 
t;nn  w in  Id,  throwing  long  shadows  on  the  purple  mists  at  their 
feet,  tiiu,;  calling  them  to  leave  their  unhnished  business  under 
the  tree  and  race  away  with,  the  setting  sun  to  their  grass  homes 
and  sleep  again,  was  ideal  law-making  for  curious  observation. 
Had  our  \ o\  ager  chanced  upon  it  in  session,  the  public  might 
have  had  a vivid  pen  picture  to  contemplate.  Hut  the  opportunity 
lost,  the  little  voyage  of  discovery  a thing  of  the  past,  the  public 
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will  suffer  the  prosaic  descriivtion  of  a prosaic  Congress,  with 
senators  and  representatives  from  all  provinces  electeil  by  the 
Filipino  peiiple  whose  franchise  is  limited  by  a literacy  test. 

"Fhe  Filipinos  are  seventy  per  cent  literate,  a percentage  of 
literaev  higher  than  that  of  any  country  in  South  America,  as 
well  as  higher  than  that  of  manv  countries  of  Furope.  America 
has  done  much  toward  bringing  u|v  this  percentage  of  literaev, 
\\\  have  occasion  to  be  proud  of  the  results  of  our  venture.  Hut 
there  was  a good  foundation  uiron  which  to  build  when  we  went 
into  the  islanils.  'Fhe  Spaniards  had  academies  throughout  the 
a.rchipelago.  "Fhev  were  no  popular  public  schools,  free  to  all 
as  the  svstem  now  is:  yet  Filiirinos  were  being  taught  the  rudi- 
ments as  well  as  secondarv  and  professional  subjects.  "Fhe  old 
Fniversitv  of  Santo  Fomas  in  the  Whalled  Citv  of  Manila  is 


twent\ -fi\e  \ ears  older  than  oiir  Har\ard.  1 hus  it  is  not  strange 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  Filipino  people  are  able  to  exercise  the 
franchise. 

Nor  need  it  be  thought  strange  that  Malaysia,  to  the  south 
of  the  Philippines,  is  drawing  on  the  islands  for  teachers  of  Fng- 
lish  and  industrial  work : for  the  language  and  customs  of  the 
people  of  the  East  Indies  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Filipinos, 
and  [Malaysia  has  waked  up  to  the  fact  that  the  Filipino  has 
standardized  his  basketry  and  other  household  industries.  Malay- 
sian schools  are  securing  Filipino  teachers  to  put  their  household 
industries  on  a commercial  basis. 

But  this  presents  such  a different  picture  from  that  of  the 
\ o\  ager  who  '\  as  able  in  so  short  a time  to  gather  together  so 
main'  fantastic  topics  that  he  had  no  space  left  in  which  to  tell 
of  the  commonplace  things  of  Filipino  life.  I'ruly,  men  some- 
times gather  weird  impressions.  A certain  other  blind  man  did 
when  he  grasped  an  elephant’s  tail  and  told  of  the  strange  mam- 
mal— from  his  point  of  contact. 
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